GOING GREEN

2G3S Newsletter - Summer 2024
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3:, g 2G3S is short for Going Green in the Shelfords, Stapleford and Sawston. You can find

out more about us and our aims on our website.
STAPLEFORD
Upcoming 2G3S events

Tuesday  13th Aug Annual Bike Ride and Picnic
Tuesday  20th Aug Book Club - Ravenous
Wednesday 11th Sept  Planning Meeting
Saturday  21st Sept Repair Cafe - Great Shelford
Saturday 23rd Nov  Repair Cafe - Sawston

More details on each of these events follows, but check on our website nearer the event date for up to date
details.

Annual Bike Ride and Picnic - 13th August

Tuesday 13th August, meet 10.00 at Stapleford Pavilion.

All are welcome to join us for a cycle ride on bridleways and quiet country roads, stopping at Little Shelford
for picnic, and where hope to have a guided tour of Little Shelford Orchard. Total distance 15 miles (12 miles
on outward loop, then 3 miles back to Stapleford).

Families welcome (children must be accompanied by a responsible adult).

Please email Jane to book in advance: janechis48@gmail.com
Book Club - Tuesday 20th August 8pm

T8 The Three Horseshoes, Church Street, Stapleford, CB22 5DS

Ey We will be meeting on 20th August to discuss” Ravenous” by Henry Dimbleby. This

® e a very readable but well researched overview of where our food comes from, the
dangers to consumers from modern diets, the damage to the environment caused
by food production, and what those in positions of power should be doing to
improve food quality and protect nature.




You can read a review of the book here:

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/mar/15/ravenous-by-henry-dimbleby-review-rage-against-the-
food-machine

Our next meeting after this one will be on Tuesday 19th November when we will be discussing “Techno
Feudalism — What killed Capitalism” by Yanis Varoufakis.

If you would like to join our discussion of this book, you would be very welcome.

Just send an email to 2G3S with “Book Club” in the title (so we can let you know of any changes and details
of future events).

2G3S Planning Meeting - Wednesday 11th September

Cox’s Close Community Centre, Stapleford CB22 5SP Wednesday 11th September, 8pm

We meet every couple of months to discuss what initiatives we are supporting and to plan the timetable for
our future events. Our next such meeting is at the community room on Cox’s Close in Stapleford, on
Wednesday 11th September starting at 8pm.

Newcomers are most welcome! If you would like to see the agenda in advance of the meeting please email
us.

Repair Cafe at Great Shelford Free Church - 21st September

Great Shelford Free Church, Ashen Green, Great Shelford CB22 5EY

Saturday 21st September 2pm - 5pm

Bring along your broken item and a skilled volunteer will help you
fix it! We can tackle a wide variety of repairs typically including
jewellery, clothes and fabrics, electrical items, electronics and other
items. (Please note that we will not be able to replace cracked
screens on phones or tablets.) The repairers are brilliant and can fix
a lot of things but there are no guarantees.

Bookings for our Great Shelford Repair Cafe on 21st September will
open on 31st August and close on 16th September. Full details,
including a link to the booking form, are on the CCF website and on

our website.

Booking is highly recommended to avoid a long wait on the day, and to make things fair we politely request
only one item per person. We ask all repairees to read and sign our repair agreement as we are all
volunteers.

It’s a free event but donations are very welcome. Tea and cake will be available of course!

If you have any questions, please email 2G3Srepaircafes@gmail.com




Repair Cafe in Sawston - Saturday 23rd November

St Mary’s Community Hall, Church Lane, Sawston CB22 3JR
Saturday 23rd November 2pm - 5pm

This will operate in a very similar way to the Great Shelford Repair Cafe (see above). Full details will appear
in due course on the Cambridge Carbon Footprint website here, and on our own website here.

We try to run four repair cafes each year, but if you have something needing repair in between our events,
remember there are lots of other repair cafes happening in the region throughout the year. For example
there will be Repair Cafes in Great Abingdon and at Addenbrookes hospital in October, and there is a regular
monthly repair cafe in Fitzroy Street in Cambridge. You can see the calendar of upcoming Repair Cafes on
the Cambridge Carbon Footprint website — here.

We would be very interested to hear from anyone who would like to have a “mini” repair cafe as part of
another event, or who might have a stall or activity that could run in parallel with one of our repair
cafes. Contact us by email at 2G3Srepaircafes@gmail.com

Dr Bike Stapleford - Tuesdays 3pm - 5:30pm

The volunteer-run weekly Bike Repair workshops continue at the Old Slaughterhouse in Stapleford which is
on Church Street near the Three Horseshoes pub. The workshop is open from 3 pm — 5:30 pm every
Tuesday.

We offer a free 23-point check, and we can do minor repairs for a donation (just to help us maintain a stock
of commonly used spares).

Children are welcome but must bring a responsible adult with them as well as their bike. We can’t work on
hydraulics or e-Bike electrics.

If you are interested in joining our team of volunteers, or have any questions on Dr Bike, get in touch using
drbikestapleford@gmail.com.

Other News

Open Eco Homes 2024
As summer draws to a close, the Open Eco Homes season approaches.

Between 21st September and 20th October, Open Eco Homes offers a programme of talks by experts and
home-owner led tours, intended to inspire and provide practical advice on how to reduce the cost of heating
your home and reduce its carbon footprint.

Bookings open mid August, and you can register interest in attending any time from now - details are on the
Cambridge Carbon Footprint website here.

The Great Collaboration



THE GREAT

COLLABORATION

council and community climate action

You might not have heard of “The Great Collaboration”, but you are already a potential collaborator! If you
take a look at the toolkit on the Great Collaboration website, you will find plenty of examples of steps that
we as individuals can take to help preserve and improve our local environment. This is a great place to find
new ideas of actions to take and why these are important (as well as be reminded of what you might already
know about).

If you register with the website, you can report the actions that you have already made, and what further
steps you would like to take. This information is pooled anonymously to provide guidance for local councils
so that they can support what is happening on their area.

Climate Change Gardening

Change
Gardening

Private gardens are the third largest land use sector in England, so how, collectively, we tend our gardens can
potentially have a big impact on carbon emissions and wildlife habitat.

The Climate Change Gardening organisation exists to help gardeners create and maintain resilient gardens
that can help mitigate climate change. You will find a wealth of resources on their website covering a wide
range of subjects including how to choose the right plants, water harvesting, growing your own fruit and
veg, and creating wildlife habitat.

They are active in South Cambridgeshire and organise talks in conjuction with local gardening groups. They
will have a display stand in Cambridge Central Library on 19th October.

We can also share our own experiences - here is one idea on this theme from a local allotmenteer.



| started growing Globe Artichokes on my allotment, as | like to eat them. |let some go to flower, they are
the most beautiful purple colour flower heads. | then noticed how attractive they are to bees, so | planted a
row of them over two allotments. | often find people walking passed, and taking photos of the bees.

Growing these at home is easy, even in this slug infested year. They will come back each year, and have
really ornamental leaves so will look good at the back of a flower bed (mature plants do grow tall). The plant
will cope with dry conditions and even after harsh winters, then still come back each spring.

Chris Baker

Film Review - Wilding

Some of you may have seen this at the Arts Cinema in Cambridge or at Saffron Screen. It is based on the
book of that title by Isabella Tree, and has the most beautiful photography of animals, birds and landscapes.
She and her husband were farming land in Sussex which was marginal, and it was only by means of vast
amounts of fertilisers and pesticides, and the farming subsidies to pay for them, that kept them going.

After being inspired by rewilding projects in the Netherlands, they decided to stop farming and create
conditions to allow their land to go back to nature. They have tried to make conditions as near to ancient
times as possible, with Exmoor ponies, old cattle breeds, Tamworth pigs, and deer. You may have seen the
Konik ponies at Wicken Fen, they are a wild breed too. The herds are managed but roam free. These large
herbivores create conditions that increase insect life, butterflies, and birds, and rare species have found their
way to their land, such as turtle doves nesting. The couple have “re-wiggled” the river, which has reduced
the risk of flooding downstream, even introducing beavers, and over the years have built a successful eco-
business there, with visitors, tours, workshops, and so on. For marginal land which cannot be farmed
economically or sustainably, this is a wonderful success story for nature.

Helen Hale

Other recently released films on a green theme include “Six Inches of Soil” telling the stories of pioneers of
regenerative agriculture, “Fugol Burna”, about the chalk streams in Fulbourn, and of course “Pure Clean
Water”, also concerned with the threat to the ecology of the chalk streams locally.



Fens Reservoir

Anglian Water and Cambridge Water are proposing a new reservoir in the fens (near Chatteris) to store
water over the winter to mitigate their over-extraction of water from the chalk aquifer during the summer
months. The proposers claim it would also create a venue for recreation and help provide wetland
habitats. It will of course be many years before a project of this scale would be completed and so the
immediate pressure on water resources, exascerbated by house-building programmes, will continue in the
meantime. It will also have a significant carbon cost in its construction. Nevertheless it is good to see an
example of long-term planning and what might be the first new reservoir to be built since the water
companies were nationalised.

There has recently been a second round consultation, but this closed on August 9th. Nevertheless if you are
interested you can find out more at the Fen Reservoir website.

Veteran Trees

The Woodland Trust are building an inventory of the UK’s ancient trees. You can search for nearby examples
on their website: Ancient tree inventory, and if you know of one not yet listed you can add it yourself.

Reports on Recent 2G3S Events

Big Green Week

We were able to assist two local libraries with their “Big Green Week” displays in June this year. Great
Shelford Library showcased some of the books covering green issues that we have discussed at our 2G3S
book club meetings since these started in 2022, with the library providing copies of the books, alongside our
summaries and reviews on postcards.

At Sawston library, we provided a set of posters promoting biodiversity in our gardens.

2G3S at the Stapleford Village Weekend - 27th June

We arranged for a screening of Pure Clean Water as part of the Stapleford Village Weekend over the 27th-30
June. We were quite pleased with the turnout of approximately 50 who came to see the film. We also had
a stall on the Saturday, promoting green living in general and in particular our repair cafes.

The editor welcomes ideas and copy by email, for inclusion in future newsletters. The next edition will be
due in November 2024 - please send contributions to the editor before the end of October.

We encourage you to let us know what you think about this newsletter- send your comments to the editor
via 2g3snewsletter@gmail.com.

The email address for general enquiries to 2G3S is now “mail2G3S@gmail.com”.




